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At its core, phenomenology is a philosophical endeavour. Given its distinctly 

philosophical nature, one might reasonably wonder whether it can offer anything 

of value to positive science. Can it at all inform empirical work? There can, 

however, be no doubt about the answer to these questions. For more than a 

century, phenomenology has provided crucial inputs to a variety of disciplines in 

the social sciences and the humanities, including psychology, sociology, and 

anthropology. Within the last few decades, phenomenology has also been an 

important source of inspiration, not only for theoretical debates within qualitative 

research but also for ongoing research within the cognitive sciences. But what is 

the best way to practice, use and apply phenomenology in a non‐philosophical 

context? How deeply rooted in phenomenological philosophy must the empirical 

research be in order to qualify as phenomenological? How many of the core 

commitments of phenomenology must it accept? In my talk, I will discuss and 

assess some different answers to these questions. 

 


